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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP & EDUCATION INFORMATION PACKET — 2026
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
500 W Hickman Rd #132, Waukee, Ia 50263
Phone: 513.290.2502	            Email: admin@leatherchemists.org                Web:leatherchemists.org		
January, 2026
Dear Prospective Member,
Thank you for your interest in the American Leather Chemists Association (ALCA). Enclosed you will find information regarding membership opportunities, our Leather Technology Correspondence Course, and the necessary application materials.
Please review the membership categories carefully and submit the appropriate application along with payment. Upon approval, members will receive the electronic Journal of the American Leather Chemists Association and access to professional resources.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

Debra Crivaro
Executive Secretary
American Leather Chemists Association
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――


Membership in the American Leather Chemists Association offers the opportunity to connect with professionals who share common goals in leather science and technology.

An annual meeting is held each May, where members gather to discuss the latest research findings and engage with authors presenting technical papers. Abstracts of presented papers are available on the ALCA website.

ALCA is a member of the International Union of Leather Technologists and Chemists and represents its members internationally.

Technical committees allow members to collaborate on industry-specific issues, achieving more collectively than individually.
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS (BYLAWS ARTICLE III)
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FROM ARTICLE III OF BYLAWS
A candidate for election to ACTIVE membership shall have or shall have had professional experience in fields
of science and engineering related to leather, hides, or an allied trade technology or in animal sciences related to
hides, hide structures, or leather manufacture and technology. This professional and scientific experience may
include:
1) Research in any field of natural science, biochemistry, medicinal chemistry or engineering having a direct or
indirect bearing on the manufacture, properties, structure, chemistry, physics or use of leather or hides.
2) The analysis or testing of leather or leather products or hides or of any material of major importance in their
manufacture and processing.
3) The direct technical supervision, in a responsible capacity, of any operation involved in the manufacture of
leather or leather products or the processing of hides.
4) Direct technical supervision in a responsible capacity for the design or manufacture of any material or item
of equipment or machinery used in the leather industry or hide industry or in fabrication of leather goods.
MUTUAL members shall be members in good standing of any foreign association of professional leather
scientists, who shall have applied for MUTUAL membership by virtue of a special agreement for reciprocal
MUTUAL membership entered into by this Association and the foreign association, as provided in Article IV.
STUDENT members shall be full time students majoring in leather or tanning chemistry or technology and
pursuing a course of study of not less than twelve semester hours or its equivalent, registered in any accredited
college, university, or other institution of learning above the level of high school or secondary school. The
Council shall be the sole judge whether any institution learning is accredited within the meaning of this section.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
All memberships shall date from January 1st
. A new member shall pay dues for the full year in which he is
elected, and shall receive all issues of the Journal for that year. The membership of a candidate elected after
September 30th
, may at his option, begin on the following January 1st
. If you select to be a member as of January
1st
, you will start receiving the journals and directory beginning January 1st of the following year.
(c) No person shall be entitled to the privileges of membership whose dues are unpaid. Any member whose dues are unpaid on March
1st of any year shall be so notified by the Secretary. Any member whose dues are unpaid on April 1st shall be dropped from membership.
(d) Any member who has been dropped for non-payment of dues may apply for reinstatement. If the application is approved by
Council, he may be reinstated upon payment of a reinstatement fee in addition to the dues for the current year. The reinstatement fee shall
be twenty-five percent (25%) of the past due balance.
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
ALCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
Applicant Information:
Name:
Company:
Position:
Education:
Professional Experience:
Special Field of Interest:
Languages Spoken:

Membership Type:
Active / Mutual / Student

Payment Information:
Credit Card / Check / Invoice upon request

NOTE: One year’s dues must accompany the application.
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
DIRECTORY LISTING INFORMATION
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
Please print clearly.

Name:

Home Address:

Company Address:

Phone:

Email:

Only the information you wish to list will appear in the directory.
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
LEATHER TECHNOLOGY CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
The Leather Technology Correspondence Course is a learning program offered by the American Leather
Chemists Association. It is an independent study course to be completed at work or at home. The intention of
the Course is to provide the student with a basic understanding of the principles of leather manufacture. It can
also be used by more experienced individuals for a review of leather science and to promote technical discourse
within the tannery.

For the registration fee, the student receives several books about leather tanning and the Course Supplement
booklet. The Supplement contains additional information and 20 assignments that the student will be expected to
complete within two years. In order to receive a certificate for completing the Course, students will be required
to take examinations after the 10th and 20th assignments. The examinations are forwarded separately by the ALCA
office once the required assignments have been completed.

Many students complete the Correspondence Course as part of a structured education program at a tannery or
place of work. These students must work closely with their supervisors and adhere to the rules set by their own
organizations for taking the Course. Independent students who are not part of a structured program should
complete the assignments and examinations under their own supervision.

The topics covered in the 2002 edition of the Leather Technology Correspondence Course are as follows:

• Raw Material for Leather Manufacture 			• Retanning
• Preservation of Hides and Skins 				• Anionic and Cationic Compounds
• Histology: The Structure of Skin			                • Coloring
• Chemistry Review 					• Fatliquoring
• The Beamhouse - Soaking through Bating 			• Mechanical Processes Prior to Finishing
• The Beamhouse - Delime, Bate, and Pickle 			• Finishing Materials
• Chrome Tanning 						• Application of Finish
• Vegetable Tanning				                • Quality Control in the Tannery
• Other Tanning Materials 					• Physical Properties of Leather
• Mechanical Processes after Tanning				 • Effluent Treatment




The Course textbooks include the latest editions of the Leather Technician's Handbook by J.H. Sharphouse, and
Practical Leather Technology by T.C. Thorstensen.
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AMERICAN LEATHER CHEMISTS ASSOCIATION
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE APPLICATION
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――
Applicant Name:

Company:

Mailing Address:

Supervisor Name (if applicable):
Enclosed is my check in the amount of: $
________________

Payable to: ALCA
Check, money order, or any major credit card acceptable- funds drawn on a foreign bank must include an additional $25.00 for bank
processing fee.

Credit Card Type :
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date :
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Security code:
__________________________________

Zip for statement:

COURSE ENROLLMENT FEE
$325 (US/Canada students) 
$375 (all other countries)
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